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9 Packing Mistakes You’re
Probably Making
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When it comes to family vacations, so many things are out of our control. But if Find Your Family Vacation
there’s one thing we can control, it’s packing correctly. Here, we’ve compiled
some of the most common packing mistakes parents make, and what you can

Q Destination
do to avoid them.
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1. You’re not creating a proper
packing list.


https://www.amazon.com/Knock-Pack-This-Pad/dp/1601061560/ref=as_li_ss_tl?keywords=packing+list&qid=1550070463&s=gateway&sr=8-5&linkCode=ll1&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=752d9945796fc6a4a4b7c84b33acbc0e&language=en_US

Create personalized packing lists (one for yourself and one for the kids) that
you can use for an upcoming trip and future vacations, too, updating your lists
as needed. This way, you won’t forget those small, but very important items,
such as goggles for the pool.



https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=swim+goggles&sprefix=swim+%2Caps%2C130&crid=1GJPHEKIVJGMZ&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=de190ac90f5837b52fa6c283a672b1d2&language=en_US

2. You’re packing for your kids.


https://www.amazon.com/Spotted-Zebra-6-Piece-Snug-Fit-Meowstache/dp/B07GQ8J9LP/ref=as_li_ss_tl?keywords=kids+pajamas&qid=1550070513&s=gateway&sr=8-4-spons&psc=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=d1927454ef2c95eeccf158ba9d69ccf0&language=en_US

Tell your children how many pairs of shorts, shirts, undies, socks, and pajamas
they need to pack. They are more likely to wear (and rewear) clothing they
choose. Plus, it gets them excited for the trip! Have kids who are unsure about

packing? Check out How to Teach Your Child to Pack Their Own Bag for
Vacation.



https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids+shorts&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Akids+shorts&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=5bdfdf648d6f9675b1f1b991db826dea&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids+shirts&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Akids+shirts&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=7fded3040aae64fbc20ce6446b5fc4fe&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids+underwear&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Akids+underwear&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=81032b810c33405780225bc66585fb2c&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids+socks&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Akids+socks&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=d8083243b445ecee9d17a8cdeba2aa5d&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids+pajamas&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Akids+pajamas&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=e405b81d8e5173d1a290585e5878818d&language=en_US
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3. You’re putting everything in
your suitcase right away.


https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=packing+cubes&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Apacking+cubes&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=6df3faf949638d1d7b976d4a14ccb9df&language=en_US

Instead of throwing everything in your suitcase immediately, lay everything out
on the bed. It’s easier to see how you’ve packed too much (or too little). Once
you’ve decided what to pack, consider placing everything in packing cubes to
create more space. We recommend the EZPacking Starter Set and eBags
Ultralight Packing Cubes — Ultimate Packer 7pc Set.



https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=luggage&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Aluggage&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=cbf1cb7eb6a1a4a965acd3e7fdf9459e&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=packing+cubes&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Apacking+cubes&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=6df3faf949638d1d7b976d4a14ccb9df&language=en_US
https://www.ezpacking.com/products/packing-cube-starter-set-for-carry-on-suitcase
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4. You’re packing uncomfortable
clothes.


https://www.amazon.com/Nickelodeon-Little-Toddler-T-Shirt-Assorted/dp/B00R7CKWKW/ref=as_li_ss_tl?crid=H7GPN0EBAMZS&keywords=boy+tshirt&qid=1550070809&s=gateway&sprefix=boy+tshi%2Caps%2C125&sr=8-5&linkCode=ll1&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=8478031f9546806097543e93bd379fa9&language=en_US

It sounds simple, but often that cute, but itchy dress that you love but your
daughter hates gets packed, as do those shoes that look nice on your son, but
hurt after an hour. Kids (and you!) won’t want to wear uncomfortable clothes
more than once (if that). So pack that favorite T-Shirt that your kid wants to
wear every day. You may hate seeing it on him for the hundredth time but there
won’t be a fight when getting dressed that day, which will keep you in vacation

mode.


https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids+dress&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Akids+dress&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=cefd5b51d335e2b083ddd82be487bb88&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=boys+shoes&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Aboys+shoes&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=bf1606a4dde771b019ad7739a3eb2fb2&language=en_US

5. You’re packing too many
clothes.


https://www.amazon.com/GRECERELLE-Womens-Casual-Pocket-Sleeve/dp/B0711CSHJH/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1544633787&sr=8-11&keywords=travel+dresses&linkCode=ll1&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=2158e558f0348c095dee72c5fbfadc10&language=en_US

Pack exactly enough outfits for the days you’ll be on the trip, plus one nice
shirt/top/pants or dress for each family member. If you’re concerned it won’t be
enough, pack clothing items that can easily be mixed and matched, suggests
Angel Tuccy, frequent family traveler and author of Lists That Saved My Life.
“Make sure the kids’ skirts, pants and tops are interchangeable—two pants and

two tops should make four outfits,” Tuccy says.

Related Article: 10 Most Versatile Travel Dresses for Stylish Moms



https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids+clothes&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Akids+clothes&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=2e870975bef73bf99649b260806beeb6&language=en_US
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https://www.familyvacationcritic.com/most-versatile-travel-dresses-for-stylish-moms/art/

6. You’re packing more than two
pair of shoes.


https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids+crocs&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Akids+crocs&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=e1adff31e8fafc21acb441e16296d6ab&language=en_US

Pack a pair of sneakers you can wear for activities such as hiking and biking,
and a pair of sandals or slip-on shoes for the pool, a nice dinner, and
everything else. Wear your sneakers on the plane to save space in your luggage,
and let the kids wear their no-tie shoes if it’s easiest for them.



https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids+sneakers&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Akids+sneakers&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=80b961d6528328e768d979ddce17c399&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids+flip+flops&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=57f34025d34981aedc20778211e5b7ab&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids+slip+on+shoes&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Akids+slip+on+shoes&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=860d04d95298bf8fbb52f32470074869&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=kids+crocs&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Akids+crocs&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=e1adff31e8fafc21acb441e16296d6ab&language=en_US

7. You’re packing too many
comfort items.


https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=stuffed+animal&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Astuffed+animal&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=44cb8f7e6e69256f285d241e6dee6153&language=en_US

It might seem like a good idea to pack lots of comfort items to get kids to sleep
in an unfamiliar place, but these can quickly become bulky and cumbersome.
Instead, pack a smaller stuffed animal or one comfort item for the kids to
snuggle.



https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=stuffed+animal&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Astuffed+animal&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=44cb8f7e6e69256f285d241e6dee6153&language=en_US

8. You’re packing diapers and
pullups.


https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=diapers&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Adiapers&ajr=0&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=e3b5989b4ff53257cb08d58de50c1eac&language=en_US

Contact the hotel pre-trip to see if there’s a grocery store nearby, or better yet,

use Amazon Prime to have diapers, wipes, and other essentials quickly

delivered to your destination.


https://www.amazon.com/amazonprime/ref=as_li_ss_tl?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_r=1b0690bb-426c-407f-94aa-759afc05e7fa&pd_rd_w=E0U8G&pd_rd_wg=qD5ca&qid=1549315148&ref=sxts_snpl_2_1_e891a8e1-ad82-4a76-b4cb-58659ba96351&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=04fe024bf56d1777b7019b734988badf&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=diapers&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Adiapers&ajr=0&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=e3b5989b4ff53257cb08d58de50c1eac&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=baby+wipes&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Ababy+wipes&linkCode=ll2&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=ee783719ef526d21bea385c4929e832f&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/Pantene-Moisturizing-Shampoo-Conditioner-Moisture/dp/B07F3LMFKT/ref=as_li_ss_tl?keywords=pantene+shampoo&qid=1550076364&s=gateway&sr=8-1-spons&th=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=fvc0c-20&linkId=ce11cdc0bd62a62bae4fd8676ffed5b0&language=en_US

9. You’re packing toiletries.

If you’re staying at a hotel, there’s no need for toiletries, as most hotels provide
shampoo, conditioner, soap and/or shower gel, and body lotion. Others provide

even more than that, such as shower caps, cotton balls, and Q-tips. If you have

a favorite kids’ shampoo or shaving cream you absolutely need for your trip,

consider having it shipped to your destination—again via Amazon Prime—to
save space in your luggage. Don’t pack hair straighteners or curling irons, either,

suggests frequent traveler, Alexa Amador. “Embrace your natural locks,” she

says.

Family Vacation Critic is a participant in the Amazon Services LLC Associates
Program, an affiliate advertising program designed to provide a means for sites
to earn advertising fees by advertising and linking to Amazon.com. Family

Vacation Critic also participates in the Skimlinks and Skimwords affiliate
programs.

Our team of parents and travel experts chooses each product and service we
recommend. Anything you purchase through links on our site may earn us a
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