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ADVENTURE TRAVEL May 24, 2019

10 Best Places to Go in Africa (and What
to Do There)
JUDY KOUTSKY

People tend to think of Africa as a country, not a continent. But with 54 countries calling it home, Africa’s topography, landscape, and activities vary drastically by region. I’ve been to the continent 26 times, yet each time I go I’m surprised at just how many new things there are to see and do.

Where to Go in Africa

To make it easier for you to plan a trip, I’ve highlighted some of the most popular countries and best places to go in Africa, as well as what to see and do there, when to go, and where to stay. Hopefully this primer will get you motivated to hop on a plane—it’s 
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Why go: One of only three countries in the world where you can trek to see mountain gorillas in the wild (there are only 1,000 mountain gorillas left in the world), the experience in Uganda is truly amazing.

Mgahinga Gorilla National Park in Uganda is home to the Nyakagezi gorilla family with its two silverbacks (adult males). It holds a certain allure, since it boasts one of the highest concentrations of silverbacks within a family. Tours are small, no more than eight people, and once the gorillas are spotted, you have 60 minutes with them—and believe me, it goes really fast.

I was surprised to see how playful the juveniles are, not unlike my own little kids. One even came up and gave me a light fist bump to the leg (the animals can do what they want, but we were instructed to stay seven meters away from them; they came much, much closer).

For me, witnessing the adult silverback males in action was the most moving experience. Pounding their chests, making conversation with guttural sounds, climbing effortlessly up the bamboo trees to build a nest—they seem so human-like, which isn’t surprising given that these mammals share 98 percent of our DNA. Seeing the gorillas in their natural habitat was one of my favorite experiences in Africa.

When to go: Since it’s a rain forest, there’s a chance you’ll get wet anytime, so there’s no really bad time to go. Just be sure to pack appropriately.

Check Prices for Fairway Hotel in Kampala, Uganda

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g303928-d661912-Reviews-Mount_Gahinga_Lodge-Mgahinga_Gorilla_National_Park_Western_Region.html?m=58333
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g488131-d2297734-Reviews-Mgahinga_Gorilla_National_Park-Kisoro_Western_Region.html
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Kenya and Tanzania

 

Why go: Kenya and Tanzania are often combined into one trip. Many people consider these two counties among the best places to go in Africa because they’re where you can see the Great Migration—where 2 million wildebeest, zebra, and gazelle make a migratory circle from the Masa Mara in Kenya to the Serengeti in Tanzania and back again.

But even if you don’t go during the migration, Kenya and Tanzania have some of the most extensive populations of wildlife in all of Africa; it’s not uncommon to see 50 elephants in a herd, or to see the Big Five (lion, rhino, cape buffalo, elephant and leopard) on your first game drive.

And, of course, Tanzania is home to Mount Kilimanjaro—one of the great bucket-list hiking destinations in the entire world.

When to go: “Avoid the long-rains of April and May. If you’re going to catch the migration, it’s July through September,” says Daniel Saperstein, co-owner of 

Check Prices for Mbalageti Safari Camp in Serengeti National Park

Sep 03, 2021 to Sep 06, 2021
We're sorry, we can't find availability for your dates.
Try different dates to get pricing.

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g293751-d5981944-Reviews-Singita_Serengeti_House-Serengeti_National_Park.html?m=58333
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g293750-d459953-Reviews-Mount_Kilimanjaro-Kilimanjaro_National_Park_Kilimanjaro_Region.html
https://p.meta.smartertravel.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p=ZenHotels&src=106415463&geo=586608&from=HotelDateSearch_api&slot=1&matchID=1&oos=0&cnt=5&silo=24520&bucket=901413&nrank=9&crank=9&clt=D&ttype=DesktopMeta&tm=201454229&managed=true&capped=false&gosox=BgEDq5j76kxL04kmln3FitwPVJ3KxSEnKGfTWgEa3iXsGw8Lkbn72c5Wag1leiGL1qG5ANXzkG6ZWeONKzsqG0fxfsmObi5xAvXDEvLBPp8iDfAnrJS1WpcGSKDA23tkcwuIMxKSkZTcU7nTJ6SSWyLp-nZn86JL5ACU1_Ss8dk&pm=BR&hac=NOT_AVAILABLE&adults=1&child_rm_ages=&inDay=3&outDay=6&rooms=1&inMonth=9&inYear=2021&outMonth=9&outYear=2021&auid=f90f429f-200c-4cf8-8abd-12a242876dd1&def_d=false&bld=L_3,D_106,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_210903&bh=true&cs=179b15fcbd11a175f489ffafdbb0508d8&area=QC_META_API&mcid=65423&ik=66dbdc9872354f83bf6f82a742c37ed5&drv=-1&dated=true&aok=282f451c51d24f49b7a9391932cc9791&tp=meta_hac&si=90faa118-bf51-490e-8dff-f9b205583518&k=4e75c4ad-ba28-405c-90c4-94dee4991585&t=false&m=18671&rd=smartertravel.com&pn=ZenHotels&ps=1&pc=5&cd=2021-09-03&n=3&r=1&a=1&pb=p-d6b07748-95ce-4b87-8366-2be9eeefb02d&cn=&ctv=&us=s-7ffe27f5-60d6-4b06-a435-9dcd0e9e15fc
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Zambia and Zimbabwe

 

Why Go: Head to these two countries to see Victoria Falls, the largest waterfalls in the world. Plus, you can go white water rafting down the Zambezi river, chock-full of crocs and hippos (it’s an amazing experience and one I highly recommend).

“Additionally, Zambia focuses on fantastic walking safaris in wonderful national parks like South Luangwa and the Lower Zambezi. In the latter, you can also do canoeing and fishing in addition to the game drives and walks,” says Hippo Creek Safari’s Daniel Saperstein. “The game is very good and the experience in Zambia feels like Kenya did 30 years ago—still very raw and real.”

Combing these two countries gives you a look at Victoria Falls from both sides and you’ll see different game.

When to go: “Peak season will be their winter time, when it is dry and mild—anywhere from June through September is ideal,” says Saperstein. “It can be very hot from October through January.”

Check Prices for Croc Valley Camp in South Luangwa National Park

Sep 03, 2021 to Sep 06, 2021 $576 Agoda.com SEE DEAL

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g479226-d589618-Reviews-Luangwa_River_Camp-South_Luangwa_National_Park.html?m=58333
https://p.meta.smartertravel.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p=Agoda&src=70467506&geo=1049724&from=HotelDateSearch_api&slot=1&matchID=1&oos=0&cnt=3&silo=6414&bucket=907690&nrank=11&crank=12&clt=D&ttype=DesktopMeta&tm=201454229&managed=false&capped=false&gosox=J6ET8vpPLlcgG7L6jLTcBNfXc_ydBzcWfn9vX14xOuVeDZNNM9_8odBbQMDMSs69pFJDkZolMyPOnRdnwgoxNso-5MvzSKEK2agsmbSyk4s7TMq4o8wr6mGrBMh685_bFjR8MJyGOG62w-yC4zvNn1Br7SOfjRwXPytKF1S0b8l_2FCG6cMz01KnZwc1RNVYJgETrO6o-D-csZMho3-S3g&priceShown=576&pm=BR&hac=AVAILABLE&mbl=BEAT&mbldelta=0&rate=576.1700&fees=74.3300&cur=USD&adults=1&child_rm_ages=&inDay=3&outDay=6&rdex=RDEX_a1ea2fc1cbe93c48fd8395c0df2326e&rooms=1&inMonth=9&inYear=2021&outMonth=9&outYear=2021&auid=28287708-8e0e-41ce-853e-b96871eeb492&def_d=false&bld=L_3,D_106,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_210903&bh=true&cs=1262e82664e371e2d289bb8ca3a77a671&area=QC_META_API&mcid=65423&ik=7eab1432aeff4a3daffa2fffe0143f57&drv=-1&dated=true&aok=1dd0ac5af32345cab07972261b874a37&tp=meta_hac&si=815d39c8-c348-47df-b9f8-186e4319d13a&k=4e75c4ad-ba28-405c-90c4-94dee4991585&t=false&m=18671&rd=smartertravel.com&pn=Agoda&ps=1&pc=3&pp=576&cd=2021-09-03&n=3&r=1&a=1&pb=p-d6b07748-95ce-4b87-8366-2be9eeefb02d&cn=&ctv=&us=s-7ffe27f5-60d6-4b06-a435-9dcd0e9e15fc
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➤➤ RELATED:  How to Pack for an African Safari

Namibia

 

Why go: In Namibia, you can climb some of the highest sand dunes in the world (or better yet, take a hot air balloon ride over them). The scenery is dramatic and vaults Namibia into the discussion for one of the best places to go in Africa.

“However, don’t go to Namibia expecting to see game. You may see some up north in Etosha, but it’s more about the dynamic landscapes, which are breathtaking,” explains Saperstein.

If you can afford the stopover, it’s worth doing a Living Desert Tour, a Ghost Town tour, and an overflight of the Skeleton Coast.

Best time to go: Namibia is a year-round destination, but remember that since it’s a desert environment, you can get a big shift any day of the year, from very hot to very cold.  Pack both warm-weather and cool clothes.

Sep 03, 2021 to Sep 06, 2021
We're sorry, we can't find availability for your dates.
Try different dates to get pricing.

https://www.smartertravel.com/what-to-wear-on-safari-in-africa/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g1184851-d628051-Reviews-Wilderness_Safaris_Little_Kulala-Sossusvlei_Namib_Naukluft_Park_Khomas_Region.html?m=58333
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g298357-d1236296-Reviews-Living_Desert_Adventures-Swakopmund_Erongo_Region.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g316112-d555451-Reviews-Kolmanskop_Ghost_Town-Luderitz_Karas_Region.html
https://p.meta.smartertravel.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p=ZenHotels&src=114211373&geo=1489479&from=HotelDateSearch_api&slot=1&matchID=1&oos=0&cnt=3&silo=24520&bucket=901413&nrank=5&crank=5&clt=D&ttype=DesktopMeta&tm=201454229&managed=true&capped=false&gosox=BgEDq5j76kxL04kmln3FitwPVJ3KxSEnKGfTWgEa3iXk-tWycrQ52gnHnISLbUVV7ecYQoETiIXzzOVQ2hwG2hV-zK5w-37gizpz42njol4m_TUOBWYmtXewKwOQvhcHGEvCK5cWlU8YTRkpoZIFXblAXlC_sVQ3gKEmHYKu0Rg&pm=BR&hac=NOT_AVAILABLE&adults=1&child_rm_ages=&inDay=3&outDay=6&rooms=1&inMonth=9&inYear=2021&outMonth=9&outYear=2021&auid=7469e1ce-66e9-4bae-adbf-68dceed5b4ec&def_d=false&bld=L_3,D_106,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_210903&bh=true&cs=1cad445f4b411d95f900aec94250e74cd&area=QC_META_API&mcid=65423&ik=cc2f475823b44020a9d3859437f9adf0&drv=-1&dated=true&aok=5b86862a25f245d5b9e813f3f56a20e5&tp=meta_hac&si=ad5036c1-a309-4193-aa4f-962e7c041e47&k=4e75c4ad-ba28-405c-90c4-94dee4991585&t=false&m=18671&rd=smartertravel.com&pn=ZenHotels&ps=1&pc=3&cd=2021-09-03&n=3&r=1&a=1&pb=p-d6b07748-95ce-4b87-8366-2be9eeefb02d&cn=&ctv=&us=s-7ffe27f5-60d6-4b06-a435-9dcd0e9e15fc
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Check Prices for Namib Naukluft Lodge in Sossusvlei

Botswana

 

Why go: This country’s focus is on high-end, low-impact tourism, so the properties are all very luxurious and the crowds you see in East Africa are noticeably absent here. It’s where to go in Africa for up-close wildlife experiences, sans crowds.

Plus, the landscape is simply stunning with the Okavango Delta, so instead of traditional game drives by vehicle, you’ll be able to go out in mokoros (traditional dug-out canoes), which brings you eye-level with the game. Nothing says safari like being five feet away from a bathing elephant.

When to go: The game viewing gets progressively better in the winter, from June through September, after the Okavango Delta floodwaters have started to recede. September is considered peak season.

Check Prices for Third Bridge Campsite in Moremi Game Reserve

➤➤ RELATED:  I Went on an African Photo Safari & Here’s What It Was Like

Sep 03, 2021 to Sep 06, 2021
We're sorry, we can't find availability for your dates.
Try different dates to get pricing.

Sep 03, 2021 to Sep 06, 2021

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g316101-d2216038-Reviews-Sable_Alley-Moremi_Game_Reserve_Okavango_Delta_North_West_District.html?m=58333
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g317055-d1643251-Reviews-Okavango_Delta-Maun_Ngamiland_East_North_West_District.html
https://www.smartertravel.com/i-went-on-an-african-photo-safari-heres-what-it-was-like/
https://p.meta.smartertravel.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p=FindHotel&src=176894666&geo=887036&from=HotelDateSearch_api&slot=1&matchID=1&oos=0&cnt=2&silo=33307&bucket=894611&nrank=9&crank=9&clt=D&ttype=DesktopMeta&tm=201454232&managed=false&capped=false&gosox=7_0CLGr_S5tGClvm77dhV0IW1Lx63k8Dll8t_qvY8blPT5IShKkd_C4G1A7XXZKgQC2nGwKODlg0VPleVSbvCq3hasQTw7c252UAfCN8-qncqDop814t_NMBKu9M54spyX-U8YYKoQQpM8240RwlozlG9JVdp_LND9yxl4MtBLUd1UI1x-2zR-KB3GTj1IRXPadiW_e2Vs0CQd4qmpvf0Ch0cchMSvlWQMb9RIXMt8A&pm=BR&hac=NOT_AVAILABLE&adults=1&child_rm_ages=&inDay=3&outDay=6&rooms=1&inMonth=9&inYear=2021&outMonth=9&outYear=2021&auid=2485d05e-20f8-44da-8dd2-01a108200769&def_d=false&bld=L_3,D_106,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_210903&bh=true&cs=19ddb79b914857678169086578a4956fc&area=QC_META_API&mcid=65423&ik=8d0990705f6c418eada48c157d532640&drv=-1&dated=true&aok=a55e2dbe62e54e068c9357103015ae27&tp=meta_hac&si=d16bb575-652b-424e-b6e9-4bb6c69f7bcf&k=4e75c4ad-ba28-405c-90c4-94dee4991585&t=false&m=18671&rd=smartertravel.com&pn=FindHotel&ps=1&pc=2&cd=2021-09-03&n=3&r=1&a=1&pb=p-d6b07748-95ce-4b87-8366-2be9eeefb02d&cn=&ctv=&us=s-7ffe27f5-60d6-4b06-a435-9dcd0e9e15fc
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South Africa

 

Why go: From shark cage diving and malaria-free safari zones to experiencing the flavors of Durban, an enclave of Indian culture in Africa that rests right on the Indian Ocean, South Africa combines a European and African flair.

Private game reserves abound in South Africa, which makes it easier to see the Big Five animals up close and in limited time than in other destinations. You can also go on wine tours or get in some hiking up 

When to go: Almost any time of the year is great for game viewing; but December through February sees the bulk of the rain and May through July are the coldest months.

Check Prices for Thanda Safari Lodge in Hluhluwe

Egypt

 

Sep 03, 2021 to Sep 06, 2021
We're sorry, we can't find availability for your dates.
Try different dates to get pricing.

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g312597-d543323-Reviews-Thanda_Safari_Lodge-Hluhluwe_Zululand_KwaZulu_Natal.html?m=58333
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g312595-d1909671-Reviews-Shark_Cage_Diving-Durban_KwaZulu_Natal.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g312659-d654947-Reviews-Aquila_Private_Game_Reserve_Day_Trip_Safari-Cape_Town_Central_Western_Cape.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294202-d494779-Reviews-Mena_House-Giza_Giza_Governorate.html?m=58333
https://p.meta.smartertravel.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p=ZenHotels&src=114177650&geo=543323&from=HotelDateSearch_api&slot=1&matchID=1&oos=0&cnt=4&silo=24520&bucket=901413&nrank=9&crank=9&clt=D&ttype=DesktopMeta&tm=201454229&managed=true&capped=false&gosox=BgEDq5j76kxL04kmln3FitwPVJ3KxSEnKGfTWgEa3iXe1EulJeeu6GtFztCGO6X_htbaO9kDLkyEgxhdawephWcoAhZtNR_w4WiBAWbtRrO5XOnozv1veiGduy0LJnLvQjdBNblKFiQhkub4uPvK9g_II5f-3PpbkyerVxL0kzs&pm=BR&hac=NOT_AVAILABLE&adults=1&child_rm_ages=&inDay=3&outDay=6&rooms=1&inMonth=9&inYear=2021&outMonth=9&outYear=2021&auid=fe01430c-5842-4ec1-aa28-c2436424cdcd&def_d=false&bld=L_3,D_106,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_210903&bh=true&cs=1b24f35f19b4746cf998149ddd835acb1&area=QC_META_API&mcid=65423&ik=a46fb76c667447af81cf85330f435ddd&drv=-1&dated=true&aok=17af950d9ac5496cac6e33df10c7dc4d&tp=meta_hac&si=a24a4fd7-89f2-4718-a678-aa6d1d8d4327&k=4e75c4ad-ba28-405c-90c4-94dee4991585&t=false&m=18671&rd=smartertravel.com&pn=ZenHotels&ps=1&pc=4&cd=2021-09-03&n=3&r=1&a=1&pb=p-d6b07748-95ce-4b87-8366-2be9eeefb02d&cn=&ctv=&us=s-7ffe27f5-60d6-4b06-a435-9dcd0e9e15fc
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Why go: Visiting the pyramids and taking a cruise up (yes up) the Nile River is a bucket list adventure for good reason. “Egypt is the cradle of Western civilization. Few experiences can measure up to the massive scale of the pyramids and the sphinx,” says Claudia Worth, Product Manager of 

“Discover the Aswan islands by felucca (traditional sailboat) or privately tour the Egyptian Museum of Antiquities, home to artifacts recovered from Tutankhamun’s tomb.” This part of Northern Africa appeals to history buffs and those interested in a cultural journey.

When to go: “Egypt is a year-round destination, but the most comfortable temperatures are between October and April,” notes Worth.

Check Prices for Marriott Mena House, Cairo in Giza

➤➤ RELATED:  Egypt Is Waiting for You: What It’s Like to Visit Right Now

Morocco

 

Sep 03, 2021 to Sep 06, 2021 $151 Trip.com SEE DEAL

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294202-d494779-Reviews-Mena_House-Giza_Giza_Governorate.html?m=58333
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294201-d308825-Reviews-The_Museum_of_Egyptian_Antiquities-Cairo_Cairo_Governorate.html
https://www.smartertravel.com/egypt-is-waiting-for-you-what-its-like-to-visit-right-now/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g293734-d301256-Reviews-La_Mamounia_Marrakech-Marrakech_Marrakech_Tensift_El_Haouz_Region.html?m=58333
https://p.meta.smartertravel.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p=CtripTA&src=79230716&geo=302723&from=HotelDateSearch_api&slot=1&matchID=1&oos=0&cnt=7&silo=7669&bucket=934083&nrank=10&crank=9&clt=D&ttype=DesktopMeta&tm=201454229&managed=true&capped=false&gosox=QNpEN69hAPaYbR3qhGKbmb5nBk_xBgK8vL2vYl8qbFD-5Rz0sNJIXsOS1mFMS7e5eUdmLi4Yg8UocfW4tUcKS5xoFA51ivl4jEQMHtorWNpycScp8aa_e31mFCzTJSD_gRiLRP3GLGxZ6NErDvUcYmI00pT4b255T4Fo2ucAE0-7Yfau7UGprmQPG4uYQ3TxWYjc-GKi-CRsQmODaDUrixBNo0SV9DC3yHdIoX7hfV508lUDBLUaDnkmAdYTngdQvvekJ7Sj3lR_Tzxfvb-T-w&priceShown=151&pm=BR&hac=AVAILABLE&mbl=LOSE&mbldelta=200&rate=150.6700&fees=43.6700&cur=USD&adults=1&child_rm_ages=&inDay=3&outDay=6&rdex=RDEX_23e58a3ad3f668d80a066ff82740f344&rooms=1&inMonth=9&inYear=2021&outMonth=9&outYear=2021&auid=c77b7286-20fb-4c90-94b9-b232328b7f8a&def_d=false&bld=L_3,D_106,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_210903&bh=true&cs=1f76772808015b5d9bd8dc16798147bd7&area=QC_META_API&mcid=65423&ik=6cc36e959e26472382245c11d4f3c88f&drv=-1&dated=true&aok=6be4922a72e14d9187971b4e3140ef91&tp=meta_hac&si=83fb1e9c-daa2-4c78-a486-9f9507c32fd2&k=4e75c4ad-ba28-405c-90c4-94dee4991585&t=false&m=18671&rd=smartertravel.com&pn=CtripTA&ps=1&pc=7&pp=151&cd=2021-09-03&n=3&r=1&a=1&pb=p-d6b07748-95ce-4b87-8366-2be9eeefb02d&cn=&ctv=&us=s-7ffe27f5-60d6-4b06-a435-9dcd0e9e15fc
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Why go: Visit the famous spice markets and entrench yourself in Arab culture. “With a history stretching back nearly 10,000 years, the country’s great cities—Marrakech, Tangier, Fez and Rabat—offer a look into ancient traditions,” says Worth.

Morocco offers so many different kinds of experiences—I did a camel trek in the Sahara Desert and slept under the stars, and had tea with nomadic Berbers to learn about their lifestyle. In Marrakech, known as the red city,  there’s plenty to grab your attention.

“A must is the Djemaa el Fna, the largest market in Morocco and the biggest square in Africa,” says Worth. “Make sure to have a walk around the square in the evening when musicians, dancers, and storytellers come out.”

Wander around the many souks adjacent to Djemaa el Fna, where you can buy everything from spices to teapots.

When to go: Morocco is a year-round destination and one of the best places to go in Africa. Marrakesh can be hot in the summer months, however, and the desert gets very cold in January.

Check Prices for La Mamounia Marrakech in Marrakech

What to Pack on Your African Getaway

For info on these editor-selected items, click to visit the seller’s site. Things you buy may earn us a commission.
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Editor’s Note: A previous version of this story incorrectly spelled the name of the city of Durban. It has been corrected.

Editor’s note: This story was originally published in 2017. It has been updated to reflect the most current information.
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